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THE SAFETY VALVE
(Waerein yeed blows off steam with harm
to no one but himself and a few rraders)

HERE it is ar2in - thought I8A never make it, didn't
you? Actually, ISFA is on schecule since the 1ast 3 or 4
issues were also late. Hate to break tradition, you know.
It's been quite a strug.le to get out this issus. I wish
there were 30 hours in a day, or that the human body (yes,
in case you wondereu. yeed is 2 human) required oniy 3 or
4 hours of sleep a day (I scrape by on 5 or 6, but that's
all I can cut it).

The cover this time shculd be somewhat of & surprise
to you -~ a pleasant one after the last cover. COne of the
joys of fan-editing is receiving naterial - so you can
imagine ny surpricse and delight when I received a brown
envelone with some color work by Marvin Bryer. aAnd he asked
if I'd be interested in one rfor & cover! Let's hope that
Marv can be bersuﬂdec to do Iuture covers (Hlnt Marv‘), at

a. beautlful samplo of an abstrﬂo pxlnt thﬂt WOULC. make quite

a cover, How about it, Marvin?

As you probably have noted, this is an annlsh - in name
at least. It's been over two years now since a little 2
nzge youngster srawled forth into the jungle of fandom. Dur—
ing those two years it has almost lost its way a few times,
has never become knip of that jungle, but has given a lot of
fun to yeed and, presumably, a few fen. It has never launched
a crusade -~ aAgainst censorshin, ~McCarthy, or Eillison - has
never advocated a new fandom, nor even tried vo clean up or
reform the old one. We've been humorous and sobor - anéd have
enjoyed both. Although the youngster has changed, nany things
have remained the same. The wrap around covers and white pa-
per, Buck's book reviews, and a yen for Coing a little exper-
imentin~ tveieh didn't a ways turn out successfully, as wit-
ness last issue's cover) have all been with the zine from the
start, We've had tnree yellow-on-black covers, which, I've
been tolé, was rather unique; now we start the third year -~
with a color 1110, thanks to Ma?v1n. ISFA may never be 2 guld-

Alricht, l?lbht you say. So, thls 15 the annlsh It cer-
tainly Coesn't look like one, Qah that, dear reader, is
where you're mistaken. Did I say earller that ISFA has never
indulged in crusading? Well, now it is. I've decided to buck
the trend. To emancipate my fellow faneds. To strike a.blow -
for freedom - from the tyranny of large size annighes! What



happens when one of you has a birthday? You get presents, pro-
bably lots of them. But what happens when a fanzine (and hence
the faned) has a birthday? The poor faned goes broke, loses
sleep, weight, his girl friend - and for what? Simply to try

to top every other issue he's put out - if not in quality, then
at least in size, in sheer bulk of material. Thls year I refuse
to go along with the trend. Hence, instead of being a super-
duper, lavish extra colossal issue, this issue is smaller than
usual; ISFA is getting a present! Fellow faneds, follow my ex-—
ample! Arise! Cast off your chains of annishes! You have nothing
to lose but your readers!

¥ith that off my editorial chest, let's pass on to something
more important. After rereading Neal Wilgus' article of protest,
I felt an urge to write a lengthly reply, but I've managed to
curb it - for the mest part, Neal is apparently one of those
readers whe wants everything speeled out for him. I doubt wheth-
er he reads or enjoys Milton, Browning, or Elliot; Dostoevsky,
Chekhav, or Galsworthy. any elementary writing course will teach
- you that in writing a moral or idea story (or more correctly, =
theme story) you cannot seperate,; or as Neal says, "lay-empasis
on", the moral or idea and the'story'. You can't add them later
on after you've written the 'story'. They are inextricably
bound up in the story - they are the story. What thinking person
could read Orwell's 1384 or ANIMAL FARM; and then divide. them
up into two completely seperate elements, theme and 'story'.. The
story is merely the theme stated in concrete terms (and. more
subtle, I hope). Many of Neal's points are valid - for a mass
circulation magazine. But ISFA isn't ~ nor am I pretending it's
2 'literary' mag, but I do feel that the readers of ISFA are of
a2bove average intelligence. Maybe I'm wrong or overly optimistic.
Persenally, I thought that "The Gift" was pretty good — no mast-
erplece, but certainly not hard to understand. Ah well, we live
and learn. As a sort of footnote to the above, you might be in-
. terested to know that "Triumph", which Neal mentioned,. won .a 1lit
~eérary ovprize at Butler University -- or did I mention. that in-a
previous issue (I never read the editorial section of ISFA)?

I've already written more than I intended, but just a cou-
ple more items. You've probably noted the almost complete -lack
of fiction in this issue, There's plenty on hand, but not enough
room this time. The author of "The Lesson" asked ,- for some -rea-
son known only to himself, that his name be withheld. I'll only
sny that he is well known to ISFA regulars. aAnd heiis NOT yeed!
Also a note to those whom I rwe letters - Dan,. Larry, Mark, etc.
Be ye patient., I'm barely keeping my head above. water, thanks
to studies, 2 job, and ISFa. But I will get around to replying -
eventually. Till next issue then, " ' R

: Ed I’,Ic.li\i 2
3 | '



Stlll buy you that drlnk. Jalter'

All animals are equal, but some are more equal tnan ~thers.
George Orwell, Animal Farm

THE LESSON

What vias that Kid? You .think you're good enougn with your
guns?.-If you're eager for suicide, I'll oblige you. But you

at Best are but a rank amateur, and I'm a orofessional

That*s better, Kid. Homé” o, “sit dewn. 111 buy you a' drink.
My names MacDirk Wipe that amazed look off your face: I know
I've got a bad reputation, but never forget this: a Free Agent

~never kills-unless he has.to. If you'd drawn, I'd have burnt

your wrists,: You woulan’ have challenged ‘many-Off-worldérs fnr
a week or so; but you wouldtve. recovered Slt down,.and I’ll

(o

One double Scotch on the rocLs, and... Brlnb me thb cllp._-

o

=Coke' Iou're ebout as much a killer as & doe rabbit' uky*~~
“you challenge ne?

i ]

'Hmpf‘ 'ith 1°riends like thut you necc no encnies‘

I meant 1t Sure, I've kXklled 'nore men than any other’ Feder-
" ation Free Afent but’ ‘that Vs just 2 statistic, not an honor.

I ‘just happen to be in. the wrong. ‘place at the Wrong time more

‘than any of the other boys. Nome of us are .upper-case Killers -
“maybeé-lower-case, but not: always that. Killing isn't our job.

Welre commissioned to keep the peace. In fact, cur motto-
should show that. It comes from the Tellurlan 31ble The Son
of God saild 1t while He- was on Tellus _

Tellus, Sol III Flrst Sector..Little barbarlan Wbrld that
used to be inportant blew itself to savagry in—an atomic war;
rebullt w1tnout help, and shortly redlscovered rlss1on bombs

Yeah Thought you'd know what it was. Like T’ 811d-about.the
motto. :Some . erple think it's S“CTEllGlouS, but well... I'm

S Tellurlan

Yeah that's what I sala Lhe Free Agents recruited me secret-

ly. Back to the motto. The Followers of the Son on Tellus

leave much to be desired. Chrlstlenity, ‘as they call the re-
ligion .there, seems ta'be & goqd idea for everyone else, but

~.no. Tellurian would be caught dead adhering to its ‘precepts:

They even support a class -of men’ - prlests, or ministers they
call ‘en -~ for no othdr puroose ‘“than to find ‘loopholes ‘in the
Word. They nall it interprétation, which boils -down- to nulify-
ing the unpleasant parts -~ like the rules about adultry, and
so forth. I don't have much use for ny own people.

Oh, the motto., "ie come to save mens lives, not destroy them'...
v


meant.it
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ov LOVECRAFT ago MAPS

Tost stf fans - whether YPL students or not - have read at
le=8t one story thot has had the fictiona2l setting of Arkhanm,
Mrssachusctts or the surrounding country. Most fans know, also,
that Arkham House wzs originally founded to publish the works
of H,P.Lovecraft. Tew, however, unless they have the out-of-
print book MﬁRGIViLIx, have more taan 2 hazy notion of just
what arkham is re=2lly like or Jjust dhcre it and the other flc-
tional New Zngland towns arec,

Thnis, then, will be =2 short dlscussion of where thesc fabu-
lous. nloces are, =2nd how they re¢late to the "Recluse of Pro-
vidence". To. completcly place =nd .understand these things, maps-
both oribinal and copica - 2r¢ prlntcd wita tnc rést of the =rti-
cle.

The first mﬁn selow is a double one showing first, the real
New England are of these stories, and second, the same map with

~.the Lovecraft creations added. mhJ.s map is taken ;rom a 1954

roadmap of Massachusetts. ,,, “\
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Cf course, there are many small towns - real - that were

left out on the preceding map, but these are not important.
The Lovecraft town-'of Bolton is left out because it is merely
a suburb of Arkham:and’'describeb as very small. As John D.
Clark saild of the map of Robert E. Howard's Hyh-res, the map
"flopped out on the paper, squirmed about'a bit, and clicked
together into an indubitable and obviously authentic map."

It has been said that Lovecraft denied that Arkham and Sa-
lem are one and the same; however, in his AUTO3IOGRAPHY: SOME
NOTES OW A NONENTITY he says, "The 'Arkham' and 'Kingsport!
figuring in some of my talcs are more or less adapted versions
of Salem and Marblehead! Dunwich and Innsmouth, the two other
most important HPL creations, however, are not real towns with
new names, but completely Lovecraft creations. Dunwich is de-
scribed as being northwest of Arkham at the headwaters of the
Miskatonic River. You reach it by leaving the Aylesbury Pike
(I have no information on this, but I assume that it is HPL's
creation) at Dean's Corners - not on the map I have. It is a
small one-street town that has degenerated through inbreeding
and traffic with the evil gods that are always trying to get
a foothold on earth. As far as I know, Lovecraft never drew a
map of Dunwich, and I won't attempt it since it's so small. The
general description of it is that it's deep in the wooded hills
at the mouth of the Miskatonic, and only a few proken down hous-
es remain. :

Innsmouth, a little larger, but just as degenerate and in-
bread, is more definitely situated. HPL even drew a small map
for the story "Shadow Over Innsmouth". The original map - from
his notes in SOMETHING ABOUT CATS was drawn "upside down" with
north pointing toward the bottom of the page. I have here inver-
ted it and added Bates St. which is mentioned in the story and
Jotes, but was left off the map.
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LOVECRAFTYS PLAN OF ARKHAM
(Redrawn from one in Ma RGINALIA -

Arkham House

)

Sl Unintelligable on original man.
. High Signal)

2. Unintellibable
3.Here A ylesbury
4.Unintelligable,.
5.Unintelligable,

. 6.,Unintelligable.

8 av’ [:’"MMA (21

Probably High School (Or

Possibly Railroad Station
Street. In stories Aylesbury Pike,
Posszbly French Leachis House. .
.Looks like Woodo graveyard (Voodoo Graveyard)
Could be Baptist Church.

7.Here "0ld Crowinshield Place" is on Saltonstall
ON THE DOORSTEP it is on High St.(One block north).

8.Unintelligable.

Note:

Probably Christ Church Cemn.

St In LHTNG

This is just A rkham south of the Miskatonic River.
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This man, of couxr se “is 1incomnlete since it only covers the
nart of town concerned w1th a specific part of the story. It
doesn't show the relation of the town to the river and sea coast.
In the story other streets are mentioned, and the town is gener-
ally described as being larger.

. The location of Innsmouth on the coast was falrly easy, since
in SHADOW OVER INNSMOUTH it is mentioned that it is south of Plum
.Island on the stretch of coast before the coast line juts out. It
is also located by the map from the Notes, since it is north of
Arkhan, northeast of Ipswich, and southeast of Rowley.

There seems tp be no map of Kingsport, but it is not an in-
nortant town in the series. It is, of course, in the sane nlace
as Marblehead. Not far ‘south and east of Arkham, it too is on thé
coast.

The Manuxet and Mlskatonlc Rivers are both Lovecraft creations
but the Miskatonic is the only really important one. It winds
north anéd northwest of arkham to Dunwich after cutting through the
middle of Arkham itself.

Other cities are used in Lovecraft's series: Boston and Pro-
vidence being the most imnortant. Providence, qPL’s home, 1is
used almost as many times as Arkham. *

Arkham is modled after Salem - al-hough Sﬁlem has no- Unlver-

. sity., The Miskatonic Unlve"81ty is in the center of town. One -
copy of the dreaded NECRONOMICRON is . in the University's llbrary
and is one of the nost used. The . Unlversity and its personel nro-
vide many stories in the series by sending expeditions to the _
South Pole and Australia. Often the orotagonlst of a story is a
student or instructor there. -The-map on the nreceding nage is
accompanied by notes exnlaining some of the 1nconsistencies or ..
mlstakes Lovecraftis handwriting was never very clear, and some
of the notes .on the original map were unintelligable - to me 2at
least. If any Lovecraft student has successfully translated the
notes, I would anor801 te knowing what they zare. Potter's Field -
the burying ground - i1s not on this map, and since it is stated
in HERBERT WEST: REAN IMATZR as being near Bolton, both must be
north of ‘Arkhamn,

In his autoblography Lovecroft says' "My native New Zngland
and its old lingerins - lore have sunk deep into my imagination,
and annear frequently in what I write." I think this is very im-
nortant in figuring the significance of the Arkham-Dunwich-Inns-
nouth territory in Lovecraft's stories. All are old -~ all have
the same atmosphere of early New England towns - even English
towns. Providence was much 1ikKe Arkhanm, and ‘I think Lovecraft -
both consciously =nd-: unconsciously - strove to nake all of his
New England towns the same. -He. loved 18th Centuryvonulond .andc
.many resenblances bétweén the two are noticed in.reading his works.

Before ending, it should ‘he noted that HPL 2lso created =2lmost
-endless nunmbers of ‘dream countries = Celeahpls, Mnar, Kadath, Leng
and nany. others. No maps that ‘I - know of exist of tlesg plaoes
They should be left unmé#ped and unexplored. It would be possible
to attenpt ~ Greamworld map since abundanu description of their
size and location exist in the stories, but I shall never iry it,
and I hope ro one eise cGoes. The dream countries are better left

as they are. .
NFW



THE NAMELESS COLUMN...

Lest you think there's sonething mysterious or clever about
the title of this column, let me explain: When Bill Luding-
ton (who happens to be the author of this column) -sent the
- manuscript to me, ha asked me to. think up a name for it,
However, it's too hst here for much creative thinklng, SO
“at. the 1ast tioment I decided to call it.just what it is -
The Nameless Column. I presume ‘that in the future it will
be more comprehensive -: it'd better be. nght Bill?'

TQiS column is to be devoted‘to'whatever 1ts autheﬁ feels
like expounding in the hope of arousing a controversy, brawl,
~or just some halfway original thought, (& commodity damned

rare at present, In fact, we can almost say it's extinect, if
it ever existed.) ‘

Science fiction fans claim to be original, or free, think-
ers. But like aby other halway original group, they tend to
think alike. The group thinking is original, when compared
with the crass majority. But the majority. of fans are not or-
iginal in themselves. This proves only that most people are
born to be led. : ' -

But to return from the tangent; our first book is Jean
Paul. Sartre's new paperback (Vintage) NO EXIT AND THREZ OTHER
PLAYS, The writings of Sartre are not for -the majority mention-
ed aoove but fo* the few isolated INDIVIDUALS.

Perhaps the best known play in the book” i's "The Flies". It
has been »nroduced in this. country many times; from Broadway to
the various college workshops. Bven Ball State here in Indiana
made an attempt.

The theme of 211 these olays, of course, i~ freedom - free-
~ dom in. the 1nuellectua1 sense ' . :

T“*~;hls Dbllosophy is only 1nterest1n5 or aplicable in the .-
case of exceptional people. Itis nice to know that philosophy
hasg at last aoandoneo the cause of the everabe man.

RUSSIA: PARTS I aND II (504 - published by le Blanc Pub:
Inc.) These two booklets are most interesting for several rea-
sons. althoush they are anti-semitic and anti-negro, the author
manages to illuminate the matter of why communism works in Rus-

4



sia. Most of the information on the evolution of Russia is
plagiarized from Spenglar., However, for those who would like a
pOpuler condensation of THE DLCLINL OF THE WZST, these pamph-
lets are 2 nust.

FI 7Y MINUTE HOUR, Robert Lindner (Bantam, 35¢) Dr. Lin-
dner is a nrofe881onal psydhiatrist, and the case hisjories
contained in this volume certainly make fascinating , if a bit
melodramatlc, reading.

The author appears to be that new type analyst who worships
normalcy with unrelenting devotion., He is constahtly comparing
hig patients' ideas on various subjects with his own. His some-
what unscientific attitude makes the book a mere popular docu-..
ment comparable to the works of Dale Carnagie.

‘MINTOR PHILOSOPHZR SERIES = AGE OF BELIEF - AGE OF ANALY.
SIS This series gives us an idea of what mass circulation
can do toward the dissemination of first rate original works.
Both volumcs sive the reader a good knowledge of the period
they cover. The words of the phllosophers themselves are used,
- . with a brief com;entary on each nan s thought by the editor.

aCWTUhG'

A8 soms of my older readers may know, one of my more en-—
ercetic. crusades has been against censorship Hence, when Buck
Coulson suggested that an anti-censorship association be
formed, I’ was-interested.

) A fairly large segment of the population is apposed to

censorsiaip. .If these people were even loosely organized, some
progress night-be made, The leaders should be adults and from
other walks of life in addition to fandom. 4 magazine or per-
haps a two page tract could be publlshed to arrouse interest in
the rovenment.

Among other objectives would be, in the far future a le;nl
organization to give auvioe and &0 to court for authors whose
book have been censorea.

If any readers are 1nteresteo in such an organlzatlon,
please write either to ISFA, YaNDRO, or me. If enough people

‘Ajare interested, we anmy be able to start the organization in

indiana,. elthough 2 nat10n—w1de organization would be far more
effective, .

Well, that's all for this issue. Please write with com-

ments ancd criticisms.
Bill Ludington

10



marionettes, {inc.

postulating shaverian influences

of dero-origin,

knowing-i-ép a1bhe Wifh thg:puppets
with muddiéd éianﬂpoughts.igiék

as any rigeliaﬁ afr; e
i-walk"witﬁ~cau£iqus heinleinesque

movementfﬁﬁogtiaﬁ}
. . 5

supermanism 5

for gulfs between§are closing in

|
1 R
H i
!
i

and folding hands - -

- upon my stoné—dfy%thfoat-kndwing

the wéabdﬁ—makersﬁfﬁ@m welr

have captured me |
in a vacuum with ¢ries of
: - DL R

morlock.

. ronald voigt

/7




- -

Falls the Forever

balanced between the black and.white
i sit5'arey—ﬁerched'jfﬂ““w'f'fA"ﬁ“*"

~in a silver prison- seamed with steel

tﬁéré aréefﬁe'imﬁondgrable pebbies
turntngfQvér*on:an"endléss-éhoré
3 o 4
spectral facets;'siill“as eels
underwater
here are cays like yawns
SQekiﬁg ﬂhe cirqle of sutts and god

the yawn becoming god

8o this is_the way the world ends
check-mated by a pawn 1 never moveld

elbow on thirh, chin in hand

another number is counted fotrever

-_5andfstill i sit between the black and

white

watching the casual stars,
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THE | UNQUIET GRAVE
by | WOEERT COULSON

A fter reacding hook reviews in several nther fanzines,
I've bhegun to feel 2 bit defensive about my own style; enough
to-try and exnlain it. I believe in keeping reviews to the’
pinimum wordage. I will not glve a synonsis of the plot -. af-
ter 211, the idea 1s that the readers of this column may want
to read the books themselves, so why snoil their enjoyment by
tclling them everything that is going to hanpen? I do believe.
in stating ny oninion of the quality .of the books under dis- ..
cussion. A s some have nointed out, oninions of quality are o
pretty much an individual matter; cn the eother hand, it is fair-
ly simnle for a reader to discover how closely a reviewer's o-
oinions coincide with 2is own, an&, with this yardstick, to
nake his own judgement of the hook's quality. I will not noint
out every flaw in the work under discussion. I'm not the equnl
of Damon Knibht and I refuse to be a noor imitation.

Wwith that OfI my chest I can . get down to business:

THE AGE OF THE TaIL by H. Allcn Smith (Littlc, Brown &

$3.00) This is the first full-length fahtasy by one of
A nmerica's foremost humorists. Written in the form of 2 mono-
graph, it cdetails the social, economic, and cultural changes
wrought by the sudden appearance of tails on human babies.
The first tail ap»nears in 1907; the nonograpnh is written 40
years later. uith 2 nerfectly straiéht ‘face (or possibly
straight typewriter) Smith provides information.on furniture
design (including 2 »ages on certain bathroom fixtures), ta2il
etiquette, tail diseases and parasites, tail ornuncntﬂtlon,
ané other facets of the phenomenon. He covers the sub1cct
thoroughly and hilariously. REaD THIS! . :

HC BOUNDARIZS by Henry Kuttner and C.L.Mcore (Ballantlne
35¢) This collection of 3 novelletes and 2, short stories has
but one fault - most of the stories have already been antholo-
gized. However,; if you don't alresdy have them, 'they are worth
buying, and even 1f you do have them, you may. want the book for
the ccver and the one brand-new story "Home There'!s No Return-
ing" (which I can't describe without glving away the ending).
Others included are "Vintage Season", "The Devil We X now" "Exit
The Professor", and "Two-Handed Anglne“, all of which are eith-
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er are so familiar frosm previous anthelogizations, or from re-
cent publication, that I won't bother to describe them. Thg
book isn't one of Ballantine's better collections, but it is
worth 35# _ _

R e o

ATOM CURTAIN by Nick Boddie mllllamsa and ALIZN. FROM ARC-
TURUS by Gordon R. Dickson (Ace Double Novels 35¢) As far as
I know, these are both Qriginal stories, though the Dickson
may be a reprint that I missed in the original. ATOM CURTAIN
is a strange and wonderful mixture of A.Merritt, John Taine,
and Richard Shaver. The world is literaly divided in half by
a "curtain" of atomic force'surroundlng'the Americas, which
has been in place for nearly 300 years when the story opens.
EZmmett O'Hara, member of thé Inrénational Patrol, which is
devoted to watchlng the curtain, accideéentally. oenetrates it
and finds himself in the Amerlcan "lost world", eventually find-
ing natives and a:béautiful woman, in the. true Merritt tradition.
He learns that the atomic forces have caused reverse-evolution
in America, a plot- ingrediant -1ifted bodily out of Taine's -
IRON STAR. From there, Shaver takes over; in the form of the
degenerate descendant of mighty scientists:living inunderground
‘cities and wielding forces which they do not understand. Will-
jam's portrayal of the ruler of. Amerlcd lifts the story out- of
“the Shaver rut, but not far endugh.

ALIEN FROM ARCTURUS is a. typlcal adventure story, compar-
able to some  of the older STARTLING novels. A reasonably enter-
talning tale of a few humans striving to make enough scientific
advanees to 1lift the Galactic quarantine from Earth, while the
sinister Company tries to prevent them. Unexcentional in any
way - it can: prov1de an entertaining afternoon, and.be forgotten
by the same night.: Unless: you're a collector, there 1sn't much
point in getting thls book. , -




CIRTISL IX THD SKY by Robert A, Heinlein (Scribners,

.50 This is net one or Hesinlein's uvgst juveniles. rolsou-
ally, I con81der even run-of- the-mill Heinlein to be far su-
nerier to the best efforts of all but oné or two other stf
auth rs; 1f you don't agree, you can ignore my Heinlein re-
View The idea of this story is that with mankind expanding
to tge stars at a furious rate, classes . in planétary survival
w11l ibecome commonplace in owr high schools.and colleges.
Taking the final exam in one of these courses, Rod Walker is
sent to an alien planet with any eaquipment he can carry. All
he needs to do to pass the exam ls to survive for 10 days,
wnich, cons1aef1ng that he isn't informed as to the type of
. Dlanet he's going to, is harder than it might seem. It gets
even harder whén, dus to .external conditions, the matter trans-
mittér fails, wnd Rod and his class are 'marooned The -one tre-
ménd.ous advantnge ‘Yeinlein has over other writers is that he
can provide thrills and supense without ever having his hsro
doing anything impossible. The Kinnesons and slans. of- stf get
out of leflcultles by using their bupcr -normal powers, which
‘makes 1t easy for the =uthor. Heinlein gets his heroes out of
trouble by methods usable by ‘the aVerage man; =2 uch more aifi-
~_cult, - and much more conv1n01ng -~ style of mrltlng Anyt 1ng
authored by qelnlein is uort rccdlng, and .this novCl is no .
exception. - - : : _ ) ’

\_/}:]

. FAR AND AWAY by “Anth 1ony Boucncr (Dollantlnc;'oo’) Tais.
collsction of eleven stories contains both stf and fantasy;'
plus a few storieés which lie on the borderline. Thé quality:-
varies somewhat ~‘somc are excellent, =and otncrs are merely
good. Combined, thecy form one of thé bcst books Ballzantine has
yet produced. "Thc Anomaly of the Impty lan" contains. two mut-
"~ u2lly exclusive cxplﬂnﬂtlons of 2 mysterious dis=ppearance;

" "The rFirst" is a short-short n~bout c~ve men; "Balaan" records
the reaction of =z rabbil to a warlike contaot with alichs;"They
_,Blt "vCOHCcTnS a peculiarly n=sty type of ghost; ’"”nulbug"'ls
en i competent ‘demon; "Elsewien caronicles tinc travel *nq»
nurder; "Secret of the House" is 2bout cooking and romance
"Srlberdeglblt" dctails the trials of 2 lawyer trying to out—
wit 2 demon in the matter of 2 curse; "Star Bride" is =znother
short-short, this time =2bout =zn 1ntcrolqnct°ry romance; "Re-
view Copy" concerns an 2uthor who felt so syrongly enough =-
bout his critics to take. action.. agﬁlnst “then (Asimov . and Doc
Smith take note); =nd tae final story, "The .Dther Inaugur»tlon"
records the fate 09 scientists who decide to change the results
of an élection by ‘transfering to 2 "world of if". A vretty wide
Vnrlbty to hove come Pron tnc-pen_ox<ﬁ single aathor (2nd one
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whe is not particularly vnrolific). & fine collection.

ALIEN DUST by Z.C.Tubb (Bozrbman 9'6, or about #1.35
plus postage) This British product is equal in quality to the
best American books. Though called a2 novel, it is actuzlly =
series of short stories about = single theme - the coloniza-
tion of Mars. It vrovides a nice contrast to Bradbury!s MAR-
TIAN CHRONICLES; Bradbury uses the poetic avproach, and de-
picts the height of imaginztive fantasy, while Tubb is the
realist. ALIZN DUST contains descriptions of the everyday
brut2lity which. must accompany any actu=l colonization. From
the first landing, with a ship destroyed and the survivors
forced into cannibalism in order to exist until = Trescue ‘ship
arrives, until the finale, where Zarth is forced - at gun
point - to sunnly the colony with the equivment needed to sur-
vive, there is nothing.of a lighthearted nature =2bout this
book. Itdls grimly realistieg, and one of the finest books I've
EVED Tre2 -~ . R

THIZ GIRLS FROM PLANET 5 by Richerd Wilson (Ballantine,
35¢) Some reviewers have c2lled this novel 2 satire. Person-
21ly, I found nothing in it of cnough significance to be wor-
“thy of the name satire, but it is fairly éntertaining - at
least up until the last few pages. The story is about 2 U.S.a.
ruled by women with the exception of Texas, wihich is the last
stand of the he-men. Not content with this, =zuthor %Wilson
throws in alien spaceships filled with Amazons, 2 few alien
monsters. and brews from this mess some fast-paced entertain:--
ment which unfortunately begins to curdle 2long about page 170.
The climax fizzles, leaving me, 2t least, with 2 bad taste in
my iaoutii. Not recommended. '

THE LONG TOMORROW by Leigh Brackett (Doublcday Book Club,
$1.15) - Thais book will come 25 a surprise to-those readers who
(1ike me) considered Mrs. Hamilton 2s strictly = mistress of
the PLANZT-type adventure. The novel is. another of the =after-
atomic-destruction stories. In this one, the Amish. and Mennon-

' ites, being better equipped than the average to survive .in =2
World throvn back to primitive fa rming; have gained converts,
and the .U.S., is 2gain a nation of farms, 'sm21l tovwns, traders,
and river boats. There is a2 rumor, however, of Ba worstown.’
where scientiﬁlc knowledge, -now regardca 26 evil, 'is belng kept
21ive. The lure of the Torbidden proves: 1rre51stable to two
boys, " ‘who ‘find Bartoérstown’ and diSCOVcr thzt it isn't as ro-
mantic =28 they had bélieved. “again, "the ending is weak - almost,
but not quite, weak enough to ruin ‘the book. On the whole, ‘it is

2 good novel, olthough ‘1like so_many of Doubleday's, it isn't
*s gooa 2.8 1t could have be sn. Rccommcndcd with reSUrvntlons

| R.C.
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The following have been wrltten in protest of _Squthing
or other in ISFA ‘So .on with it, boys . oo

AN CPEN LE TLR LO JACK DaNIuLS
fron LYLm AMLIN ‘

Re, ﬁs.befenée of Fandom", ISFa, Vol. 2, No

Jack, I believe that I know the cases of the two zines

. you mentioned, PSI and BRILLIG, better than you, .I Yeing .. -
~the editor of PSI and knowing Larry quite well., We have both
started pubbing again. Larry, I believe, has had it tougher
than myself, %18 guardians have forbldcen him to do . Ltype
of fanning. what ‘does he do? He rents a box and recc.ves
all his nall there Then he spends most of his time over at

a friend's house where he puts together  BRILLIG. I.myself can.

fan only if it cdoesn't interfere in any way with; school, work
(away from:and 2t hme), and what ny father would like ne to do
(pleasures such as movies, c¢te., when I would rather be at
home typing stencils. ) e :

But, let's say, that ny ourents would forbid me to do any
type of fanning as Larry's guardians have done. I would &o the
same as Larry is_doing. No, parental objection is not an in-
~ surnountable: obstacle, Look at  the Lootnotc Ed put in, L
“know from personal experiences myself.. .and has Ed folged?
No, he nuts out a huge 48 page mag every three months. .- That
doesn't quite look 11ke gafia to me.

. The pat answer to "what is stf?" '"Oh you mean thnt cra-—
2y stuff about rockets and flyinb’saucers," is going dwn the
drain, Why? -Because of th¢ "Mduse" nroject. People 100? at

you ahd mutter, "Gee, he 1sn‘t nuts af ter all "

, mhet f shdom teaches dlferent philosophles and p01nts of

"~ view’'isn't entirely true There are the 1nsurgents, the fun-
loving fans. .Let us take a look at.a nedlunulnsurgent -zine,
.MERLIN. Now, in MERLIN you won't flna(anyone trying to. give you
his philosowhy, no one trying to »alm off .on you his idea of

" lige. Only fun and laughter. The 1nsurcents play an important
part in fandom - they make it livable. I would find it very
€u11 inceel to wade through the heavy stuff in each-and every
fanmag. This type of zine doesn't help you grow up, it doesn't
‘retard. you, elther. It jhot exlsts for the plain hell of it.

That fandom teaches you about ecdhomlcs I D&rce A ba51c
law, yes. I know, I thought of making money too. Hal: Paraon
me whlle I laugh up ny sleeve. : v

- Does fandon teach you, to- brow up'P I éon't know Let me

. cite one case that hapnened not too long, ago.” Out here in sunny
Cal. théere id a univer81ty called Santa %arbara and in that
‘university there lived: one Pete.. Need I go - any further° Do

vou thlnk e grew up- because of fan@omf How many feuds was he

- . . - - 3
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tea6h.es

in? a4 Cozen? FIfty? Did he grow. un° Did he chanbe from a Yie
ttle brat who, if he couldn't get his.way, would fight -that
person? Now this person has quit the,eonflnes .0f fandom, but
I think that he'll geo on . being the obnoxious person he was.,
Fandom is not the "cure-all" for:growing up. Sure, it may
help you, but you'll neea more than fandom, and. fandonm 1sn't
a2 nrerqu ~ite. : :

So, you see, Jack fandom coesn't teach you to grow up; rather
i1t HELPS. you to grow up. So, the t‘nnL to do w1th ndrents is

to coexist- oeacefully wbth them;: don't’ show- them any of the fan-
ning that you are- d01ng (not even if. they ask) and you will

get alonc fine, . . . ' <

1 Duess that about ‘ends. the sermon, .-'

Lyle Anlln

50 WHY WRITE IT?
,,by(NealTWilgus_

Somepl ce in ‘the SCIENGE ‘FICTION HANDBOOK by DeCamD (I
can't find exactly where, now that I look) there's a question
to the tune of ""hy write it 1f it's not written to be under—
stood?“ ' e . '

And this is by no reans 3 new questlon I supnose it's
been asked 2 million times, but thé time that comes to my
mind 1is: the point madé by Algis Budrys in his article in
INSIDE a few issues ago. I don't agree -with most of whap,
Budrys says, but I'n very much in favor of including. social.
reform and problems -in fiction, but’ I will agree with Budrys
in one resPect - most stories of this type are unfair to the
reader. If .you agree with the opinlon stated, are fore-
warned about -1t, or. just happen to see it, well and good.

“But if you Just.piok up’ the story and read it With no .indica-
tion as to what the opinion of the author 1s, you mey be in
for a surprise o . . 2

Don't et me wrong, however for I realize that the best
way to read such a thing is With ah open ,mind and no precon—
ceived 1deas. I'm just sayinr that tze author should give the
reader a fair breszk, : :

: Horever, to get-back to Mr. Nelson, I ask ny.. qusstlon of
"his two recent stories ih"ISFA : "Triumph" and "The Gift".
“(Actually, feal, you're talking about two diferent Nelsons -
Bill and Ed. You aearently didn't read my editorial a. vwhile
back in which I sautioned.the reidders not to get the two.
mixed up. EQ) I have besn accused (friendly-like) -of n1551ng
the p01nt of both of then. I must aefencd myself o

.y
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izeonLo huve io conv1noe.,.*-'mw Fonels Bl T T

New I'll 2édnit that "Triumph" is pretty. fair to the read-
er, although I still say it 1eaves 2 lot up to the imagination.
'Nojbe this is 28 it shoulld be. anyway, it was the story of the
nower of love winning. over a clctator.. Very gymbolic, fairly
well mritten, ané (in By O ovinion) very hsckneyed. Be that as it

nay, ut had a point, and the reader was supposed to comprehend
and agree... T

o "The Gift", you'll remenber, was about a small boy who re-
ceived from some aliens-a 51ft that was supposed to be able to
save the werld. The present -looked very much like an agate, and
the boy lost it in 2 rame of -marbles,..,.The point of this one
being, I am inforned,,that man throws away everythlnr zood and
wholesome on nothinb.: . _

Now 1t just 80 hapnens that I acrée with both points. Love is
nowerful, and man does squanier ais talents, I agree, a2nd I'm
- Gl%o to- see such points brought up 1n flotion, but still I com-
' nleined abeut both....ﬁhy” ‘ S _

. m‘Nell 1t‘s nostly beoauee they Secmﬂto be wrltten with the
Adea in mind that the author-(ani nroba(bly the editor) know the
noint tryins to bé made, an® ‘tié raaders. just have -to.figure 1t
out for themselves., Trouble with this attitude is that most
readers don't iive a damn about the point. unless its pushed in’
their faces. People, including me, are very lazy. They re es-—
peclally lazy.when. thinkinb comes into the nicture. If they
can sit baek anc think thai the"stvry wis baoly written er
ooorly handled instead of thinkin< about the point in question,
then: they Will- Lo.'s0.- Noboly 'lS Loln{ to,put hinself out enough
to .think abolit ther problen ‘unless: 1t is Dctively brought to his
attentien.,Nobody, that is, but the ones who =2lready o along
with- the .idea .in tae first olﬂce, and they are the ones you . -,

s In other WOrds, you're mritan for 5. snall Toup . (those who
i aaree with. you) and are- bopring the: reet: of your-auolenoe. and

'f_Blll Nelson 1s .nly one o tqe wan? who &re o01ng 1t

haybe thls is wnat's causinc'the bust in s-f ri_hx now, but,
let‘s not et OfI on: thft subieot...,;.- s .

o A

The thlnu I'ﬂ o01nt1n out s bout both of;t@eee.eﬁofies (and

. all the others of this- tywe) is that unless. you put on your

thinking can and sit o okn. for ‘an evenin; of intellectual enter-
tainment (reaoing hidden re=aning into every i arapraph), you're

noing to find the stories flat and uninterestlng. To me "The
Gift" was just a rather cdull story of ~ little boy who oofed
up the whole human race - 1t had no special meaning until it
was pointec out. Of oourse this is my fault, in part, for not
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seeing the allegory, but it also tae author s fault for not
nuttinc his point- eoross with- conviotion

What shoulé be done (in my unauthorative opinion) is to lay
the first enphasis on the story and then work in the idez2 or
nmoral, That is, this should be dQbrie if the story is t® be ained
at the real fiction market., Of course, you cam nake it an all
out satire o*', strai;ht essay, in which case you would put the
1dea first anl POr;et about everything else, but if your mater.-
ial is to oo fiotion (either.pro or 1nwtcur) then the story is
first. .

I don't nmenn you sqoulon‘t}be subtle, or that you shoulon't
‘have deen nu hidcen meanings, but they. should fit the meod of

the stord and. shoulc. be clearly uncerstooﬁ bv the reacer when'
he's tdrot,J .1th the story. ' e i

Thie nny sound hara to do, anc 1t is; but any form of wr1t~
ing is nard, and the ﬁorallst (=2¢2in anateur ey, pro) should
know this and be able to handle hls oroblem. Otherw1se he
shoulca't: oreech : h

ﬂcll An tae 1on§ run, it boils @own to 11k1nu what you und.er-

stanf anc. undsrstanding what you like, I -don't cafe for either

of the stories, and I nrobably didn't understand them (at least
at first reading).. If you liked and unéerstood them, -then I've

rround my ax in. vain, but thanks for llstenlna anywqy...

But I still ask, Nhy write 1t° ‘
. oL o ueal F. Jilgus

-ﬂ--}b dedr it *1** -H")Hl' *** : #** *# .
. i ., .

'i h%ST&-BASKuT LINZRS, 7,
r\O YOU NEBD HAND TON._.LS RAGS.. .{ '
. [
JHY NQT USE OLD ISFAS? Setisfied oustomers report thet they
have used back issues of ISFa for: conffettil, contributions
for paper sales, Goor mats, bathrooem mats, toilet seat covers,
‘hankerchiefs, and. many more. Oné person even' aomltted that ‘he
READ then- (Poor -fellow, he .dled shortly afterwards of inson-
ia), ISFA 1s also useful 'in ridding your hcus® of ﬁice rats,
ternites, and mother-in-laws - Just leaye a few coples lyin.:
.around, aAn amateur.chefiiclairies: that ‘the ‘adéition of 2 nares-
from an 0l& ISFA ives fresh Zest to. left-over mulican stew.
If you're- interested, there are a few ooo{es left of all back-
issugs - only 2 or”3 of the first, however. The - nricé is still
l?? 7 Yankee or Confeoerate (I'm bound to be ‘on “the winnln’
-sille co .
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MOVIE BEYIEWUS

The first two films are reviewed by ilan Dodd,
Bed Lral fin tilen? o TelRl r‘w‘ v oudo bea PO A’“r'.\
. ana fandom. ' ' ' ' :

_"One -of the more unusual double-reature science-fiction
progrzmmes that Hollywood nroduces from tine to time is to

be found in "beanaethal Man" and "Donovan's Brain" now go-

ing the rounds

"NEANDERTHAL MAN" is the first half of the programme
and desnite its recent production takes us back in théme to

SF norror films of the cwrlv Thirties, The vlot is certainly

not original ‘and as T go ,long you will orobably Izmllisrlse
yourbel‘~u1th seversal ola vienas

" A number of deér and qhecp are found horribly mutilz ted
in the CzliZorniz Sierrzas by some unknown anim2l. The loc-1
game-wardendriving home one night rinds him:elf attacked by
2n animal resembling 2 Saber-Tootned Tiger which he beats
of I by hooting it away. _Ue reports its anvear -nce, together

Cwith a2 laster cast of = fcotwrint, to a Los Angeles ‘20010~

gist who combs the hills “or signs of this' stnosedly ex-

" “tinct -creature.- Together with the gawe ¢-warden he succeds in

traouning the animal and killing him but =fter leaving for a
reriote farmhiouse to get heln in dragging the carcase away
(It is annarently too heavy for two men =2nd ‘a2 Nash St°t10n-
wagon to cart =wary!) he returns with helps from the farm to
find the dead carcase missing

Unknovm to him ﬂt thc tlne that conventlon“l charact-
er of the Thirties, The Mad' 801cntist 'is exnerimenting in
that same farmhouse under the guise of nedic2l experiments.

'ihe zoologist manages to get lodging there for a few days-:

and ‘in searching ~round the nhotos in the scientist's dqu—

room, he finds the secrets of the saber- tooth monster.

Having h=d4 his theorles sco‘fed 2t by learnea nen, the
scientist is testlng a2 sécret formula which will turn clv1l~
ised being and domestic 2nimal into their savage Neanderthal
counterparts of 2Ees past. -An ordinary pussy becomes a sav-
age saber-toothed tiger, his female muite assistant becomes
an evil fanged monster whose transition changes =re recorded
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by camerza waile the Mad Doc exneriments on himself and like .
Jekyll and Hyde turns neriodically into 2 h=airy headed hor-
ror, This is =2ccommlished very crudely by fitting the =actor
concerned with = huge n2per mache he=d covered with h=ir and
2 pair of fur-bearing gloves. The s=ber-to-theé tiger is even
more clumsily constructed if.that's wossible. In close-un
shots we see = nicture of a stuffed, fanged tiger's head,
- yet in long shots we see 2n ord1n°rj tiger with no tusks
In the mind of the producer we are sunr»o08cd to connect these
two disjJointed itens and make 2 sa2ber-toothed tiger out of
the juxtanosition of tnc two snots Necdless to s2y we don't.
Thus trans*orned into. thc gorllla-llke bclng, the sci-
entist strangles two mfen who see him out and kidn=»s =another
fem=2le while lMordes of-nolite c¢lose in on him. Still »owsr-
less in the grin.of the drug there is 1little he can do but
run 2nd as he does 80 he encounters the sole survivor of his
hideous experiments, the one remaining saber-tooth. Ironic-
211y it is this, and not the police that destroys aim. As e
dies, like Jekyll he changes Irom the ape-like being bick to
his originzl self. Neanderthal Man has reverted once again,

Every efort h-s bccn mzde to economise with sets, nrons
znd the like, the- fin=2l result bcing that .1like so many Sm’ll
budget films it lacks. completely the 2tmos here of realism
uhlch is not necessarily adced with the adeition of uore non-
ey . Like so many -of the e-rly horror films "NEANDERTHAL MAN" -
h=s one fault =bove =11l others. It is 1ncrca1bly slow =and
moves throughout with =211 the turgluity of 2 snail crawling
turoug“ uolﬂsseo.v ‘ :

The second half of the nrogrcnme is = diff-rent kettle
of fish 2ltogether. "DONCVAN'S BRAIR" is sometling of = sciz .
ence-fiction cl~s:ic hﬁvlng been. filmed =t le=st once before
around 1940 =nd ‘heving been nrinted in' several books =nd mag—
azines =1l over the world. It an»neared in the U.S. "Feamous
Fantestic Mysteries" only = few ye~rs 2go ~nd wheress I only
Just missed the origin-~l version on film with Rich=rd Dix.=
while =go, the new version with Lc‘ Ayres has nuch to recom-
nend it : - ) i .

e

mhc suthor, Curt Slodnﬂk 18 somsthing of = naenomenon,
being not only = higaly comnetent SClchb—flCtlQﬂ writer out
also =n exnerienced Hollywood Girector. "The Mrgnetic Monster™
was one of the mrny Films he dirccted o SF interest = few
ye=rs =go. Surnrisingly though, the one story he is best knovn
for - DO.0OVail'S 3RAIN. - he was not given tiae 28slgnment to 4i-
rect. Inste~d the film is directed by an even more skilled di-
rector, Felix E. Feist whose work' makes the Brain 28 > filn
run nore like oiled clocky rork instead of being bog.ea iounAmid
the mass of improbabilities -»resent in "NIZANDERTHAL 14,
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"In thé 1- tcst cdition the mech:nism'is g Rledfhigﬁwj
Donovan is a ruthless financier whosé hatred of income tax -
and the .government has made him »lace nis consicderable cash
~wealth in a hundred different banks and vzults throudgiout
"the U.Si. in 2 hundred different mhoney n=mes. None of this:
.8aves him however when his »l-ne crashes in the C21lifornis '
hills nedir doctor Lew ayres' laboratory when he is underta-
king exneriments to try and keen 2 monkey brzin =21ive in =2 .
chemical bath fitted with electrodes. So far the nonkeys'
sm=21l brains have been insufficient to witiistand the shock
of being ke»t alive in this mznner. :

Donovan, hls body smashed by the wreck lies on the on-
erating table of .Dr. iyres where rescue men hive brought him,
His body is nutilated but his br=in lives on. Swiftly before
the doctors from the ne=rby hosnitz2l arrive Jiyres and his:~
assist:nt. saw the ton of Donovan's head off, remové the brain
and nlate it in the bath, Then they sew the skull up., Dono-
van's brain functions perfectly in the bath. The other doctors
arrive from the loczal hosnit2l to t2ke -awzy Donovan's body -
" now minus brain. Only a howk—eycq reworter 2t tﬂc mortubry
" notices the stitches around the skull.. :

Dr. Ayres tries to g=t in touch with the br=1n telenath-
1c°l;y but instead it is the superior brain of-Donovan that ‘
takes over Ayres'! body by remote control zand gradu2lly

changes him.. He begins to walk with the same limp th2t Dono-
‘ven.Gld, he sijokes the same ex»rensive cigars, wears the same
suits and has full knowledge of Donov=ns Sccret money hlde—
outs. :

: Gulaed by the brain he forges ‘Donovan's name, cashes
cheques and buys expensive equipment to keen the brain zlive.
His drunken assist=nt, realising the charge in Ayres, attemns
. Yo electrocute the brain by pouring the electricity sunmly

~ into its electrodes but Donovan stops him. through Ayres who
by now is being blackmailed. by the. renorter who h=2s nut two
.and two together and has come. out mith the illeg:l exneri—
ment that is going on, Jisiting the’ brain the’ reﬂorter is

- hypnotised. 2hd uncer this nower; hurtles hlS car off a Cllff
_».killing himself :

The. doctor has now to all 1ntents1and purnoses becone
Donovan, so his wife and agsistant rig un- a plan to connect
- the electrodes lez dlng to the brain to the 1ig4tn1ng con-
ductor so that at ‘the first storm that night the brain will
be cooked 21live. Just to make sure the assistant fires his
revolver into the brain who forces him to turn the gun on
hinmself, The Brain, then still allve, forces Ayres to
strangle his wife but Just as he does so a lightning bolt
hits the conductor rod and the.brain, writhing in flames,
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is roasted alive, Immediately free¢ from the influcnce of Don-
ovan, Ayres automaticz2lly resumes his old character and ever-
¥y thing is fine. Even the assistant recovers from the bullet
wound, What more do you want?

"DONOVAN'S BRAIN" is a far smoother film than that billed
28 first feature but there are still too many minor incongru-
ities that will annoy the k:z-n observer, Does the Braln have
to look so much like a rubber snecial efrfects prop, which it
“actually is. Coulén't they have used something a little more
1lifelike than a rubber monstrosity which puffs and blows
like an asthmatic football bladcer and don't somehow things
like hunting lodges, Washington noliticians and blg black
Cadillac limousines seen - somehow out of nlace? ;

' Nevertheless cesnhite the occasional natch which leaves
you thinking "Why doesn't something havoen?®, DONOVAN'S
BRAIN is a film well worth sceing. Even 1if you do have to
nut up with NZANDERTH«L Mallto see 1t.
' | ‘ C AD

“ON THE THRESHOLD OF SPACE", strictly speaking, is not sci--
ence fiction. And yet it has much of interest to the stf fan.
" The story itself isn't too bad; it doesn't get in the way of
the main interest of the film, yet it keeps it above  the lev-
el of a documentary. Of course, the maln interest of the mo-
vie is the Air Force experiments dealing with high-.altitudes:
Included are; high altitude parachute jumps, thé rocket-sled
test (to see, among other things, whether or .not a man's eyes
-will pop out at high speeds - pleasant thought - or whether
- his head will come off), and a manned balloon flight up to
-.100,000 feet. Not being in the Alr Force, I don't know how
authentically the experiments were depicted, but to me at
least, they all had an air cf credibility. I couldn't help
but feel that we dre on the threshold of space: - I only hope
* that the larger non-fan audience felt this way.. If so the
plcture will have achieved 1ts purpose, -

Broductmon~wise, ‘the movie is also excellent Fllméd in

clnemascope and color, it was a joy to behold, with the huge
-strato-jets soarin~ through the clouds. And. the view of .the
earth from 100,000 feet was well done. I.couldn't help but
think as. I watched a flight-of jets at the end - what.-a stirr
this movie would wmake if 1t were possible. to take it back 15
years and show it. Then it certainly would be labled sciencs
fiction - by ‘many, fantastic. This is one of "the few you

- shouldn't miss; there aren't any babe-snatching bems or
flamlng meteors -and roarinﬂ space ships but you won'! t miss
them . S ;
. uI’[CN
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do I stand before the threshold of the night?
do two forces impell me -~ one, forwari.into
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How has ‘what lies cold before me numbed me:
to -the sun at my back? , L )
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THE NORTYEZRN KENTUCK SCIENCE FICTION SONG:
Entitled

VALLEY STILLNESS

Composed by Lean F. Sugwil
Illustrated by I. Drew A ndrew

I _
here in the hills, so some folks say,
\ Q:Sg; ﬁp don't do nothin but sleep night and
cday. ’
\Jw Wall, that may bg true, least we cdon't
work none,
A0S “vﬁ?ut when the revenoors are gone - wall, Z
' we have fun. _ -
‘ o (Chorus) - “\ .
I Oh, thar s a still in the valley, ‘ ¢ 2 .\4éé§§i
4{\ Ef it's etill in the valley, -_— ’?
Ef the revenoors alnt got it yet. =T
E%i@ An ef that Still in ihe valley (i:?

Is gtill in the valley...
Well, we can use every drop Wwe can
cet!

iIr 7 .
However that there nay be -we do. ret

‘sompin done,; - .
For we read them stories bout them

planets an the sun. '
,)~\Yes we all belong to the Kentuck :
- Northern SF club, - ﬂ\*L_ -~k
An & fanzine (The Kentuck Stillzine) =f . .

-—4—-——/
—— ) we gven pub, . = . — =

(Chorus)-
) COTIT o oo
Now this is the story of our trip
Down to the valley to.hear the corn
S drips o o
Yeah we all went down to get a drink
An vatch the elephants - orange and

pink.,
/'é\% % (Chorus)

1Y
_ Wall ve dun it up fine - that is fer a
; - while,
Then we begun fibhtln in grand fan style, é:?
An when the revenoors come we wasn't
prepaired,

An some of the boys got mighty .scaved
U (Continude on page 32)

:L'é ;gs?;

e?
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COLLZCTCOR'S ITZH

by Lean 7, Sugpwil
I11. by I. Drew Andrew

Wandering 'long the street one cay,

A sunny day in June, . .

I passed a little book store o

("Twas next to 2 Saloon.) ‘Uﬂ/’-

I wendered in, no thought in nmind, \,L lbjﬁ_’]\) )
Just thought I'd look around. - \ - “ ! AR
The clerk, he hurried up to me HL} .‘}* ‘\'\‘Y\H\ ALY
.His face solean, long, )rofommab"; \ ‘ r’?’*"’] »
"Can I help -you, sir?” he asked’ of r.;e, _ ! ‘) ‘/
His voice was icy coll. . L\ _\,_\_,\

I had in mind," I did reply, ' Rrots

"Sonething very old."

He nodced, smiled, and I went on, {
"A collector's item," said I. !
i

He jerked erect, t.he smile fled; . 3 A
A tear came to his eye., . };, fn 7 2
i A LIS
) L - TN 2 77
"This way, sir," he said to me, | /ﬂ —:1(‘&;\\ { H
/ an hurried toward the rear, r\‘c‘ . | - /‘“‘“‘"“L—"
: £ -7 ﬁ“Gollector’s iten" ‘sphun throuch - .,,___\//("‘._ (I / v
6\ Efvf] ( l"'}' my mind, Vol G - L
\ 1S \ ‘= LHLLLJ OU"‘SID:R” 7ZIRD TALZS? FZAR? |
Ii \ o I hurried after, ea(,er ‘in ny gquest,
(‘;"b-j _4dné followed throu'*‘l a ‘daor.
The room behinc was large and-dark
d1ith books stacked 'on _the“floor'. ey
= 2 ' P : ! ~ .
=@ = "\ Par in a -corner, way in the rear, | .
‘_2 > ;3 de opened a little box, . FAYRY
./ B  And removed therefrom, in the musty L o
,§§ l‘w.\ '\Va~ ! L,._-':Lr_&’ o —Z .
B T A Pac;cabe narkecd : Keep UncLe_r : CRRE "x;\,A
s W ’!\-)u,. l J‘ Locks!. ' é‘:&/ : (o]
N \ ' | \ 1
(‘() ‘\.\ ‘) "Collectog' 8 1tem " he chuckled at— i TR
/ u ' nme, : i
\ / \ "-Jell, here, ny frlena, you are!l" \“ \ f /
___<\ _ | Then pushed it in my hand and saig, f
‘. {._r.,) AN, *>  "This book, ny friend, comes far!" L ls
(W ' N
//

(Continued on page 32)
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THE NORTHERN K=ENTUCK SCIZNCH FICTION SONG (Contd.)

(Chorus)

UL T TN, f | ARSI
But the jail here?s nlce,.cool an all
(Though youw-should hear some¢ v the fans

squall')
An herets the thing ~—-the guaris ssrve
- bheer,
So we're thinkin o havin nestins here!

GOLLEGTOR'S -ITEM - (Continued).

and with a lear he hussled me
Back to the front of the shop.
and cazedly I paid for it;
It gone. too far'to stop;

I 1eft behind thpt curuea olace,
ané hurriec to ny home, = :
Wondering all the way - how far?
“Cjﬁt? Greece? Or Rome?

.But- ‘when I openea 1t ‘T was 1n for
a surprlse,

That cursed little boek'

For I at once knew what it was,

Knew 1t at first 1ook' _

'Twas .written, or- S0 tle blnalnu
o Bc..ic
By Zgial Rubel Gars .
‘Its title - WHAT AVARY MARLIAN SHOULD
- KNOi ., -
Yes, it was a book from Mars! -
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i, IETTER COLUMH OF SORTS...WHY DOW'T YOU WRITE???

v

Decr Ed: (.is you ccn sece, the title of this section isn't

. too origincl - EC) | -

Received ISFi 2 couple doys 0. Récd the Jack Daniels
article and decicded to argue with hinm, So, enclosed is an
open letter to him which is intended for you to print
E¢, confidentially, the cover wos very crude (This scoms

to be the mejority opinion-- including.nine after I had print-
e the carn thing - EC) E¢, how come the letter scction roproced
better thon the rest?(4 ood question) EC, you nentioncd e
twice (Don't leot it go tg your littlc fannish head - Ed).
Ecy; I liked the art folio, id, get nore by Link; I like hinm,
EC, T wish that I could ncct Thormics Stratton in person; is
he really as nutty as he appecars in his-writings? Bd, con T
be & Cat Wornen? (In answer to the first, Tom Strotton is cven
nutticr in the flesh. He's the only fen I know - with the pos-
sible oxception of ny ex~c¢olurmist Lew Forbes, and he doesn't
rcally count sincc¢ hce's subhwiin - who con carry on & conver-
sation with you in onc roon and play chess in another - 2t the
saric tine, or bring both wives to an ISFa necting, Cuanp then
in)a cornceyr with & rcecord player, and go off with the boys -
jDad ‘ ) ‘

Thot cbout covers the corment, (Covers, Hal Like o fish
netl ) ‘ ‘ .
' Lyle dnlin .

e » 307 B¢ Florida
_— L Henet, Cal.
Herets cnother fon ot varicncc :
with Jock Deoniels: _ : B

Deoor Td: ST T

‘Got ISF.. today. s I cn supposclly working tonighteeel
ar1 Coing; first ycoar Lconontiics ot Uni.ee 11y remerks will have
to be curtailed by a shortoge of tince. (I can readily synpo-
thize with you - ) ’ N

Cover: looks rather childish, but othcrwisé not badi

PHC GIFT: for o fan-story this is not bad.,.in fact, it °
would be good if therc were not §o6.rwch striving for cifect.
It is 2 sorta Lllison type storyse.snorriblc thought,.

AWeY I THD BLHNGIR: Interesting, but o bBif egoistic con-
pored with somc reports I have rcad, o '

« DCFEHSD OF F.iDOM: Very chilcish; the cuthor is obvi-
ously 2 psculo-intcllcctuzl who considers himsclf cn intel-
lcectunl (I o 2 BUM and I know I o o BUd). Poragel: Danicls
nisscs the point that parcnts gencrclly only step in when the
fon spends so much tince on things fonnish thot he neslects

W Y
Mk
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all clsc, I o not so ouro th fondon 48 nhrmldss...lwko 5%
nerin it is safe only in smell (OSOQ. RLr“"'Z: We must romgn-—
ber that mon is-o socicl aninel ond PoroRts contt 1110 tnog
kids to srow up os misfits(I Foel real “sorry for Mr, & MHrs,
Danio1s). Two questions: Hos friend Joek triced reading out of
coors? How mwuch stf is lltcrmchoor°'PLr"" : Whet is o knowl-
cdge of roefln’7...only the ability to Comprohond? or somcthing
norc? dhr not just rcad o clctlonqry? (#8 a matter of frct, while
in grede school, I spent mony o foscinated hour pourln“ throuch
the unobridsed Webster - EC) .nother auestion: <o the bHelles of
Denicls home town co for pinps? He infers thot thgy Coa '
Well, T could “criticize the rest of this crticlé in o simi-
lor bicsos fa 'shion, but it would be too much trouble, Come to
think o; it, this crticlc may be o humorous onc and Donicls is
tryln to bo funny...lo it sotire? (If it is, Jack neslected to
“tell me - Be) I'd like to pown out that fhnv'“ron't the only"
people W1La & knowledge of music, literaturc, an? pnllosowh}.
It's just thot fons oir their lit ulL knowlesc & 1littlc moré
often. 't hhn other pcople, I finish‘this inquisition withn aquotc;
Tl nood neny fang cren't-thot lntolll’unu, but they can't be:
blomed for. this v ‘“urccg, but wvhen they ¢xpress uho;r ¥ccas in
ppinL, thcy mast expcet to be criticided. You hnow, Bl, 1if T
hodsometime; I ¢ould ronlly. fo‘to town on this piecc, (tcll
you what, Ros, whén you riot Llue, wny noy writc cn article pre-

sentin: your. views? 3¢) ‘ .
THE ART SI CiION & ool idel, tho I,llkod;tho-two iblueH
illops beotier thon the firedy oncs, ¢

THE S.G. OF UNDERT.KBR UNTERMEYIR: cn ov~r-10n", bodly
congtricted mediocrc story Lnkt wies not worth wasting 5 1/?
pores over, Lnother OUCoLlOn "Why the hell not just hurn the
bodics? Link's scicnce-is very shbky, and he usces Coublo-tolk’
that went out with Ccrns‘bb.clx'o Roedio xperimentor (hyperbole),

Thce tvio pocns sL1nn...Lhe lines con't oven scaniil

The rest of the m - is cuite inte rostlng...the filn review
is 00le In spite of ho above, I enjoyec ISF.L cad hope ©o sec
some futurc issucs. Pleasc don't incluce eny lorc lousy DOCNQ
ond childish crLlcloo. Cono to think of it, therc's very littl
b'\r "'TCOC,Q . : -

' .Rogcr Sclrel _
o 13 Carrington .vCe
R Bellevuc Hill MSW -
. o . wustrolic

fin¢ here's o loﬁtér‘from thé perpetrater of "D.olFi

Deor Léd, - - . ' - o

Gee, vourdid prlnt 1y “fthlO‘ Uow I % e, in mv 11t01u neo-
fa nnloh VIRY T show your nh(;alno to ¢ll ny friend

I liked this issuc of ISF“. GOOL motericl, gnm so iuch of it!
You're rrioing, to have to wateh thet - if the ”"f ‘ligeps.on ceteing
Diggery, I coan sce you fOJn' the ey - -of DIMEHSIO¢ .

Can'* sve. I carcd nuch for cithér story, thous h the last
line of Linl:'s thing wos very :ood, Troubl* wns, inds story wos

4


cvbiVsca.nl

too ‘lon~ to he carried entirely by the punch lince - and ilclson's
wes too short to be fully <eveloped, ’ ’ :

The bBest itcns in the issuc were; 1. The con report, e
“Cohen. the Chrysiiericon®, 3, “rhilosophy of o Renlist's Specicl
ricntion shoulcd ro to the novie review, which wags exccllent, ond
Buck's book reviows, which were as ool os usucly

Liked ‘miost of the illustrations, cicept for the oncs on thu
con report, which looked like they weré turned out in 2 hurry to
neet o ceadline (which thoy were - ), '

Jock Denicls
Scvastonol, Indiont

Decor LG, ‘

I con't wnderstans why yvou keep includin: ¥The Unculet Groved
as-o rerulor colurm, Coulson hosn't the faintest ides of how to
rcvicwr books. Revicwing 7 books on A puses locsn't cllow ncorly
cnoush spoce to adcquately revicw coch book, .ny boosk vrorth read-
ing is vorth o pose of review, «nd his stotenent that Broadbury's
stylc . ¥is sinply the typiccl style for juveniles applicd to adult
contentt is cbsurd, Brocdhuryts style Coes beor o superficicl re-
scriblenee to thot of certoein juvenile cuthors, but the dificronces
for outwel it the resciblonccs,

~side from this colum, your no-ozine had o very jood issuc
this tincs(Then ney I csswic thot you don't corce for il.Coulson?
Z¢) Both picces of fiction worc better thon the averoise for fon-
zincs; Jock Drmicls outhorct o very penctrating "Defensce of Fon-
Conty the clitoricl, ortfolio, and movic review werc oll cxcel-
lont, "Cohon the Clhrysnerion was ¢ trifle juvenile (inything
liko Brodbury? I¢) but still o foir porodr o I Jid Dot like Wawey
In o Ikager®, but then I scldom like coavention reports with
their affected huior. ioncy Shapiro Cic & ool Job on her pocli,

The ortiolio wos quite :oole I wish I coull say the sane far
your other illustrotions aad the cover, but IMH afrcid I can't.
However, I fecl thet the writing-is the central insredicnt -~ ill-
ustrations are nerely dccoratvion, «n. poor ones (o not nceéssor-
ily lower the quality of the noqazine in which - they oppecr, 1l
in .2ll, this was o very successful issuc, S

Vernon Hemilton
529 Iiilton .
ownderson, Inds:

Sincec Buck Coulson was nentioned (or should I soy assasinntoed?)
above, this ig 28 0o o ploce as any to includc it: -

Dear L, . .

I aust soy I find Vole2 ;4 of IS8F. (I sce you've quit dat-
ing them - snort lad) o vost improveumt over provious issucs,
Somchowr, the caliber of your comtributors sceited hirhor this
1SSUCe ‘

The conrcport suffcers, from the provious publication of o Co-
zen or 50 othors, iothing croing it reclly(I'n very fond of
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Stratton s writings somehom) but it is.a bit_dated. "Coham
the Chrysmerisn' was very good -- cne of the best items in~the-
issue. Wilgus! drawings bear = remarkable resemblance to thos:
of .Leo Hershfield who 1lludtirzied the H.allen Smith books.
Stratton!s "Man From Yesterday“ seemed a bit short, but, since
this was cdue to nmy srabbing half of the column for YﬂNDRO before
you ever saw it, I can khardly comnlain about it. Daniel's article
is the first serious thlng I've seen by him, He is possibly
overly vehement, but then 1 was fortunate enouith to choose the
gibht ki?d of parents, ao I never had any difficulties.(Lucky

oy -~ Ed :

© "The Sapa of Undertaker Untermeyer" was the best of the two
Pleces of fiction. I ”ldn't care for the way Nelson develoned
his idea.

Enjoyed Gene's movie review and Nancy Shapiro's noem. The
artwork in this issue was better than usual. I am especially fond
of Nelson's road sign in the artifolio (I sup»mose it is a road
8ign ~ there's zn arrow in it and a lot of little squiggsles which
seem * to indicate a very winding road).(Perhaps it's on the
cowpath meandering from Indianapolis to Bellefontaine, Ohio -
Ed) The Gibson thing at the back seemed to have been loused up
in-the mimeoing. - reproduction was very poor in my copy - but
lookec like it started out. 21l right. and of course I liked
Juanita'’s work.’

Hamiltcn's poem had very. nice neter, but I can't say I ad-
rired the sentiments. He segemed to be 1nterested in discrediting
people  who are tryinj %o e:rve their country. Perhaps serving

~in the army isn't Christiar, and Perhans - as you mentioned some
where - the power of love is L,rc.ut ar~uch to v&nquisn chl
However, the Tiuvmph of love ie :

going to be quite gradual - almos® unn0ulceab1e - anq the flrst
people who try it are going to get trampled on, 28 they always
have. Personally, I prefer being slightly unChristian and be a-
live to being a dead martyr.(It wnsuld take too long to reply
here; however, the ub1e0u 18 fascinating - if there's encrugh
interest on the part of the readers, I'd like to write an arti-
cle on the subject. In the meantime, Buck, I wish you'd read
more about Gandhi and the c¥rrent boycotts of the Negros. in

the 8outh - you see, there are thsse who seriously believe. that
there is 2n alternative Lo vinler~: to achieve an’ end, By the
way, if any of you are wondering wiiy the half line of ‘blank
gpace way back, it's because this stencil tore. Zd)

Comments on the letters: To Alan Dodd - I review pb's be-
cause I can't afford to buy hardcovers, and the companbes re-
fuse to send out review copies to me. To Warren F.Link -~ YaNDRO
needs articles too. Address below(Don't you dare leave off. my
address, Ed!) To Neal Wigus - No, no! Juanitz did not write the
con report for Pantasy-Times: and I agree with you on sex in
stf. (Those of you who didn't read the last issue will just
have to puzzle over the last two remarks. Will serve you rlgbt -

Ed) And 3 final comment on the editorial: Considering ISFa's
past schedule (Please, sir! The subject 1s a very painful one
for yeed-yeed), you're not going to get away with blamlng Beam
if the next issue isn't out on time! ThlS poor, long Suffering
fugghead is being fouvlly m2lignead.

}{{‘ Rcebert Coulson
4C /2 E. 6th
K. *° Manchester,

Tr o ang



Dear a
ISFa arrlved this week as blg ‘and beﬂutiful as ever, but I
ve noticed you scem to be having trouble with th2t other mimeo
nf yours. The artwork prlnted in various blues and reds comes
- out v1§h fine clarity, but when you get to the typescript 1t
seems to get very faded and in parts almost illegible. I think
.the .fault lies with that muddy grey paste of an ink gou use
- and too light 2 touch on the stencil. If you ‘used a blacker
ink 2nd‘'cut-the stencils = bit deeper, you'd get a much clearer
:Impression on paper. It seems 2 pity to waste such expensive
1ook1ng psoer which must have cost a small fortune on poor
mlmcclng, fn the other hand, if you use 2 rotary, it might be
- the impression roller at fault T found the other day on the
Roneo duplicztor I uss for CAMBER that the rubber roller had
. beén mysteriously eaten 2away at the ‘edges. I'm either using
. very strong ink, or maybe we.have very TALL mice. (I think,
ATan, the trouble lies with my portable ‘typewriter - it Just
doesn't ‘hit hard enough Most of the 'stencils for this issue
are belng cut ~n.2 standard LC Smith; so maybe there will be
"an ingrezse in. leglblllty -~ at least I hopé so. EQ)
o ‘The- cover is simple, yet very ef:ectlve. ‘I might try two
colour mimeoing myself one ~f these'days =~ though what I'd with
two colour mimeoing 211 over me I don't know.: I think /do/

‘you use two differently colored

but if
rotary,. which
28 removing an wppenalx

to get y~ur two colours,
change drums on.=2
simple

screens on a- flatbed duplicator
T -want black 2nd red, I have to
sounds ea28y, but is about as

One reasen I seldom do two co-
lour work is that somc assassin’

once used thé red drum for
it comes out in a plaid tartan

klack ink and now when I use it
" (Hoot, mon, what's so bad =2bout that? It'll gilve your zine that .
air of uniquencss, of distinction. Ed) No two covers alike. (My.
mimeo that I use for color work is akso a rotary drum type - 2n
'0ld Speedoprint - lModel'L, I think...To ohange colors 211 I do
is change the ink pads, and wash the drum off with a rag sozaked
~in kerosene. Can't you exchange ink pﬂds instead of drums, aAlan?
’twould be much simpler., Ed) - _
Yes 1ndeedy, 1t certainly was a blb igsue. In fact, if you'd
~had just three eensy weensy poges more, I should now be c2lling
it "The- Zncyclopedia HcNultia',
~ Jack Daniel's "Defence of Fandon" is qulte ‘the best item in

- the whole issue, though I'm inclined tod:think Jack Daniels must
be 2 pen-name like 4lan San Quentin - ‘pen-name, ses? No? Wotcha
nean, no? Jack Daniels is 21so the nane of a Tennessee sour-mash
vhlsny, I believe; in fact, 2an abbreviated version of it -~ JD-
is the title of uynn Hiokm°n s fanzine. (You're riore observant
than U.S. fans .- because of that, I'll forgive you for that
a2trocious pun, Pgn namne —--oonocoohhh!!! You would sure have 2

time at an ISFA meeting - especially with Tom Stratton and Lew
-Fortes, the Nemises of Indiana fandom. I'n sure that Jack will
be very flattered to hear that he's naned 2fter 2 Tennessee
whisky - you know that could be very embarrassing for hinm at =2
tenperance neeting. =4)
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Stratton's Conreport h2s 2 highly appropriate title, thoug
perhaps I should point out to him that the Hotel Manger rnynes
with s2nger 2nd not stranger. I have it on good authority fron
2 native Ohioan’ (They comé from Ohlo, you know!), and he ought
to know how they pronounce fheir own hotels; snouldn't he?

And he was sober at the timé in case you wonder.

Thé main -theme of "The daga of Undertaker Untermeyer" isn't

new, since I believe the idea of floating coffins.has bgen ex-

plored several tines in. the past in PLANZT and STARTLING, but
- Link has 2 cleverly descriptive build-up to the suspectedly ir-
~ onic climax. Best.story.I ever did read using this idea was in

one of the Manning Drico epics in which his 2rch enemy, the Ri-
gelian, was faund buying up second hand asteroilds to use 2s
floating graves with his usal sinister purponse behind it.

The illo fronting Bill Nelson's "The Gift" is very appropri-
ate considering there were three little men, and they resemble
the Magi. So Thomas Stratton wants to sece a British fan without
a beard at the next conventlon — I've noticed quite a2 few of
'em myself, . so you can take my word for it - they do exist. Un-
fortunately, they're all female.(THAT is unfortunate??? =d) I

-often notice they don't sc¢em to have beards. I'm observant y'
‘know. (Yeah, I know. Pen-name - mumble, mumble....I'll have to

‘remember tha at. Ed)

Usual cofipetent book reviews by Robert Coulson; I particu-
larly like his take-off on Jessup s "U.,F7.0." book. Really funny,
and long OVcrdue.AFlnally, to the letter column. Now I rezally

can't understand how you keep spelling Neal Wilgus' Toksun,
‘Arizona .vwrongly. A name like.Toosun.is surely easy to remember.
‘T mean it's not as.if . Tuscoon were an entirely unknown place.
‘I know Neal hates Toskoon, but there's absolutely no need what-

soever for you to. consistently spell it Tucksun, is there? I
should object. too, if I lived in Torksun, and you Xept spelling

-1t Tuckscoon, -The name is TOOKSCUN, got - 1t7 Tusfon! Seer

(Yeah,. I see. My - wnologies to both of you. I never realized at

. the tlne vhat a dastardly error - nay, sin - Tcommitted . in
'ntsonelling Toozon.: Why in the heck can't fans live in nice

1i.tle towns like Kuybyshevka Vostochnaya, U,5.5.R. It would be
so much. easier on faneds! =d)
- I enjoyed ISFa as nuch 28 ever, 2nd I'm *l d to see- you re

'keenlno it going. (after a fashion. Yeed) Wﬂlt Willis, having
-8een . my .review. of ISFA in . CAMBER, asked me 1f hé could borrow

f_ny copics of it 28 he hadn't seen it -fore. So you 4o get a-
round, y'know. (Gosh. Is he villing 0 trﬁdo, or did those
3500pics scare - him off? Zd)’ :

e T o 1l°n Doda .
: o L 77, Stanste=d Rd. 5
Hoadesdon Herts., Znglanc

Speﬂkinb of- ;wosun here's one from tnmt far corner of the
earth: : ‘
Dear Ed4d - ' T

Well, I'll stnrt m1th connents on the conbents 2nd work up
fron therc THE. GIFT seciied 2 .1ittle pointléss to me. and not

" much of a story at that. If the 2liens b1ve tl1e kid 2 present

that's going Lo save the world or somesuch taing, then he, for
story purposes at least, should sither do something with it or
at least surprise the reQder with what he does with it. Tuis
story does neither. It just petersd out at the end as if the



author were tired of it.(I'm afraid you've read too many
PLANET tyve stories, Ne=l, wherein our HZRO goes out and saves

the world fron uhatevcr HVIT -threatens -it-.at. . the_ time. This

didn't happen to be that type, .of story, so don't try to judge

=1t as you would a space opera or 2dventure story. The boy did
“do 'something - w1th the Glft Like his suposedly wiser elders, he
took his Gift out =and’ foollshly lost it. I can see how you
might might- ‘miss the point, but not your judgement of the story
itself. 'Nuff sz2id, Zd)

As for the SGA OF UNDZRTAKER '”“RY”YER I have the sane
complaint that some have of the works of Olf Stapleddn, Fiction
“.Is not just. hlstory, interesting as that hlsuorJ may .-be 1in
_Stapleaon's e ~Instead of narrﬂtlnb the whole- nlstory of
-Untermeyer,: in my ‘ovn llttle qnlnportant opinion, Link should
have taken just one snall incident in- Uhtermeycr's life and
. played. it up, with the rest-of the history and background im-

= plied, The.case of the spaceship-cofrin 'exploding exploding
-for: 1nstance If He Aad concentratéd on one little 1nc1aent

- ’such 2s this, he could have had a very good story, ‘but as it
48, Link's story is llttl@,nore‘ “an a-c2sE history.(But what
“a ca&e' Jd) . ' &

- This nay saund silly, 51nce I‘ve nent sone ! so called poetry
to you ‘but . I don't ‘¢are for most novtry —.igspecially fanzine

. poetry. chce I Havén't even looked #t the two poems in tais

‘issue.. Thcy nay.even be zood for all-I kpov. ~a%aY IN a MAaNGIR
was ood, I enjoy con repsrts, "sven-tho I may have complained
about them - in:. the past; anc of course, Stratton is =rlways good.
A DEFINSE: OF F1NDOM - One or the best iti:s in the issue, if
T nots.the. best I feel like passing it 2round to ny friend or
pinning it up on the w2ll. I agree 100%. Fandom forever! THE

. MaN FROM: YESTZRDAY - .so what els¢ is (un)neu? THZ SQAPBOX;, 4RT
. FQLIO,  UNQUIET GRAVA an& Cn "WOMER OF THE MOON-=2re all pretty

el wast you'd expect in any fanzine with such feéatures.

' Letters: = Ah, lettdrs! Letters are the backbone of fandom.
1. dove: 1etter sections. On toh the letterS'-Rny Youstrz, Jr. -
T oagree v1th ;bout ev:rybocy else. The - cCltorlal 1nterru3tvons
o in OVER -THEZ . C0aLS was 2bout the best thing in- i4., Everone (I

7 thought) knew that it ¥ag all" ln'fun,.Bésides, With 2 guy
nglike Forbes you have 4o 1nterrubt AMENf" Veed) JOc Chambers -

;  How come He ts 1onber sta ples7 Fine Talls- rt too! I'm on
his sids tho on criticising society 2t aay: tlmeJ Yle haven't
ever (= na I'm talking a2bout the whole hunan race: .NO%W) COmE even
.. claose to any - klna of real civilization. WZ've still a long way
to Zo. (Ditto. Ve - or should I say society? - need crticicsing,

.o but that's not enough. Criticize 211 you like, butithen go out
ooang . try to &6 something : bout what needs’ COPTLCDIHS. Don't be

1¢1lﬁc the sob. vho contlnuqllJ brlpco7noouu kovi. rotten the govern-

,Jl ment is, but nevery takes the troub]e to- Vqu oh ¢lection éay,
.+ %ha t llttle 800131 and- polltlcal —-and: yes,” sciéntific too -

progress we have rmade in the last few thousahd years has come
sabout- by the . actions of a few men who not.onlyg criticiged |,
“buti€id, sonetblnb about it. zZd)
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And who's =2 Shylock? Just because I'm Scottish in descent,
doesn't mean I'm tight. But hoot mon, I do like to save a ce -
pper now and then...(I'm not sure what you mean, Neal. Did
I call you =& Shylock” If so, ny apologies. Ed)

Neal F. Wilgus

Tucson, arizona

Hi EQ;

A couple of days ago I received ISFi and flnd myself =21-
most blackmailed by the fzct that you published the letter
that I sent you. I won't be blackmailed. (All right, we'll
just call it intimidation. EQ)

I especially like the art folio, which seems to be a
regular feature of your publication. One part of the zine I
didn't read, and with me it's almost a policy - the poetry
section. If any part of the remainder pleases me, then. the
poetry can be tolerated. In ISFA I found to date many things
that I like. I doubt if every issue will match that, but it
would be miraculous if everything pleased me all the time.

48 pages of art work, articles, and fiction. For =2 hlbher
price, I think it still wnuld be a bargain. If you can keep
up the good work, do so. (Thanks, nrt we'll try. =4)

© apthur Hayes-

..~ P.O Box 135 I
o Natachednn Ont., Canada
Dear &, . - - : i ' oo

Instead of commentlng on ISF& here, ’ll try to @6 a
nore professional job in IMAGINATION, in the issue after next.
In the interim, you might tell. Thomas Stratton that the Cleve-
land Convention speakers had to shell out $5 for a banquet
ticket just like anybody else (at least, I sure did) and that
if he figures on beating the rap by offerlno to speak, he'd
better changzge his plans., ¥hen I was Toastmaster at Chicago, I
8till paid...thouch I did get a free tisket at San Francisco
for the same chore. Tell Lee ann Tremper that Damon Knight wants
to get holé of a copy of the pro skit from the Con. (I hope
ge)has it by now. A nd I'll be locking forward to that review.
a

Robert Bloch
Weyauweza, Wilsconson

Doar =&,

Rog says you ot a good fanzine, so here's my coin, Here
2t 10,000 feet I hunger for outsice news about stf a2nd akl that.
So if you're not too swamped, stick a copy aboard the first
west bound stage. 0.K? (0.K . But there's no stage running out
of Incianapolis, so I sent it Poney Express. Hope it arrivedl
alricht, Ed)

Richard =. Vaughan
Leadville, Colorado
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Dear =c:

Jack Daniels in "a Defense of Fandon" writes on a subject
‘¢cl68e” to ‘home-with.-me, for I am one of those peculiar varie-
ties of Homo Sapiens known as thé under-age -fan. 4nd, like
Lyle A& mlin and Larry Bourne, I've begun to run into trouble

. with regards to parents and fandom., Nothing. éerious at this

~_time, but the DOtentlul is-there. Permit me to illustrate.

: ~A few weekg or so apo, I was foolish. enough to leave a ¢
copy of PSYCHOTIC 1lylng arcunc -the:riving rodém, where my dad
was foolish enough to pick it up. (Let it be known here that
,he is not: anti-stf; in faet, he probably uses my harcdcover co-.
llection for, rewdlhz as- much as I do. However, this was his
initial encounter with-fandom.) Leafing through its offset pages,
~ -he skimmed over part of -a Cori report by Peter Graham, a’few

- Caffiy interlines itions, ~and some Bob Kellogg cartoons. When I

- returned. tO-tHe ‘roon, he cestured with the fiiz, and asked me

;sonethlnb 1like, "Do-you-actually read this silly.stuff? Why
don't” you do sonethln” better with. your spare time? "

Cvlell, I natun%lly attempted to explain, and ended up by piv-

-Ang him a cut-rate fannish b%ckground which took about five min-
utes. -and he, naturally, was unmoved, "Well, it's your business"
vas his Tina .1 comnent, "but'you certalnly shoulc be doing some-
thing more: constructive " Ses il e

v well, thmt in itself has: ocen nothlng to cuuse soncern, but

- I'm vonderlnL what the- reactionu will.-be when I. bejln oubllshino

. (28 I hope to'in the-ngar. future) and attending conventions

“(first. of which will be the- Wiavestcon heré. in: Cincy this con-—

~ing Nay) 7711l theu consider pubbing an exiravagant waste of
~time and noney, #nd -puts their foot down?" (They! re; diable to -

- as nine have. My advice is; if p0381ble, to et a job to earn

.7+ enough money. Fan pubbing costs 2: heck of a 1ot of noney - pos-

";;;;taLe alone for ISFA-costs. ahout. @6 In ny own case, this has

‘jrelleved a little of the narental pressure sirnce I am footing
the rill. A fellow downtrodden fan) W ill .they consicder fans
and conventiong poor company, andé intercede? I wonder,

. - ISFA“"Is-a-very good zine for the nrice, if thish is a sam-
plé. Best wrtlcles/noeus/storles/et.c are: "away In a Manger",
"The Uhqulet Grave", and the aforementioned piece by Daniels.

-, The Varren Link story depends upon its punch enéing to makeil

. readable, and I found the’ punech more of 2. love tap; ergo, I do

- n't like it. The poen by Nancy: Sh"plro is excellent, but the

-, Hinilton verse'arlves re. to nausea with its .s1oppy rellglous
sentin cntﬁllty - MGohan the Chrysmerian® ig a poor imitation of
Rog Prices work in HAD,.., -2 Nery nooxr 1m1tation'

' Few writers have tqe °bility or memory -or-whatever 1t takes
to wvrite 2 conv1ncinL story with & youngster as the prmtwbonlst
Bill Nelson is evidently not ohe of the féw. Bradbury is a mas-
ter at it, as are van Vot and Leinster, but Nelson in "The Gifth
uraws a verJ UOOP portr it of FTifteen year old boy. Tell Bill

' to read "Hail and’ Farevell".nnc MNZero Hour" for bood depiction
. of klds by an ﬁdult ”rltcr o
: Kent Moomaw
Cincinnati, Ohio
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Dear EQ,

You're not the only one who has his little problems of
getting a2 zine out. SATA has been ready now for almost two - .
- -weeks.. Except. for.one article which hag not arrived yet. So,
here I =2m, wailting for that article™ then'the first ish will
~ be done.

o In ghort, about ISFA. The wrap-around cover- is’ diferent
and good. The cover,. no. like muoh; ‘The reproduction is fair,
~but nothing to rave about., THE GIFT, fair, little »nlot or
anything. AWAY IN. A MANGER, don't: remember this as to my 1lik-
ing or not laking. A DLFWNSm OF FANDOM, good, and I agree. ART
is best by Juanita. THE. SAGA OF UNDERTAKER UNTERMEYZR was ok.
Poems, no like, THE MAN FROM THE DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY, liked.
THE UNQUIET GRAVE, also liked. CAT WOMEN FROM THE MOON can't
‘remember. COHAM THE CHRYSMERIAN, 8lightly enjoyed. and I always
© 1like letter columns.
' I suggest) keep wrap - around cover, 1morove reoroductlon,
‘a longer’ editorial .come out six times a year with a slinmer
-zine,. by to get: more -articles like A DEFENSE OF FANDOM keep
fiction short, use.art that deals a little more with science
~ fictlon in.the folio; and by all mesns, get some "adkins" art.
T like ‘bim! (Hmmm: The latter suggestion. is up to. you: a8 to
,brinoinb.ISFA out in 2 smdller issue six times a year, I use
. to-do-it, However;:it's a lot easier to put out four large
“issues than six small ones on account of. colleoe and my job.

S tAnd-right now let me agaln ask for ‘articles - whether or not

'they're like #.DEFENSE OF FANDOM, - I have lots of fictiom = it's
arglcles that I neea‘ Or would any one like to write 2 colunn?
. 'E& ”~
-~ Not a bad . zine sli,htly abovb many ne somewhat below a
- few, I 1ike. . L L
R _ Dan ndkins:'... o
Glendale, Arizonu

Dear md‘-i’: ‘ e
. Have been meaninb to comnent on the letest igh" of ISFA,
but ‘haven't-haé the.chancey I must say; it's a Dretty booo LEr

"_issue -but-the stencilinb isn't so L,ood. The use 6f a mimeo s

- scope or at least.a flexible writing plate will help matters
immensely. -The. front. cover was not. the best thlnu;‘either.
(Thatts thé understatement of .this issue! EQ) Almost any of
the 1llos" in- the art folio coul@ have' been used 1nstead of the

-i;fone_that was featured. .

‘Have. been looking aﬁlﬁhe written materlel today (1 qult
-writing this letter yesterday and am continuing it thday).

- There's some: very good stuff in the Vol: 2, ho.'4 ish..In the

fiction part, THE GIFT was ‘fair; THE SAGA OF UNDERTAKER .UNTZR-
“MEYER' was very good — 1t held ny interest, and was well writ-
ten. Theipoétry. was so so. about the -articles: away . in a Manger

'-3funny, course; A-Defense of 'Fandom - good; The Man From Yester-

- &ay -~ 80 so An Infornal Roanmao to Coham the Chrysmerlan -
Ecceh, ' ;
- -All 1n all ISFA is;a uood z1ne ano if the 1llos were
done better, . ISFA would. rise much. hibher An” my estlmatlon

o -, Larry S. Bourne
o Portland Oreoon.

That's 1t for.this issue. How about the rest of you oiling up
your typewriters or reinking your pens and letting me know
what YOU think of this 1sSue‘? zda)



0VER THE COALS

—— onle mt C et B

Darn it! Here I am again reviewing fanzines..Bob Adair
has. run off to Duke University, and Lew Forbes somehow man-
aged to sneak into Hanover College (I think that he's actually
the janitor there), so that leaves me with the fanzines to -
plow through;. Why have a fanzine review column you ask? Hommam,
why inGeed?. Well before T talk. myself out of- it, or lose cour~
age, here's the flrst zine."~ S - . S

SCHNERDLITES -~ no that's.not a typo, thﬂt is the tltle of the
thing, This little zine ~ itl!s three qdérter -8lze.~ lg.perpe-
trated by Nigel. Lindsay 2t” 311 ‘Babbacomhe RA., Torquay, Deven, - :
England, This is-. strlctly for the "informaly’ ayed-in—the—tenta-_
cles: fan i~ er, FaN. Some .af the humor 18§ pretty thick, but all -
of it is enjoyable. If v~u're down inthe dumps, SCHNZRDLITES
should rring you out. - _.!s two samples, woth "ads", of :what
you w1ll find in the zine: .

thn a. na gginﬁ vife st rts oau51né strfe,

A blushlng brlde shauld e suppl*ed :Ajf: e Al

With a "SCHNERDLITES PRESSURE-COOKER.- ,i T R

: (It 1ets her blow steam off.».) :

Anazlng Kew Inventlon.

SLEEP (Pat. Pending)’ Banisaes thit Tired Feeling
When you feel worn out ‘and ready. to drap, try SLEE
It scothes nervous tension and lets’ yow relax and rest
That's why you feel freésher and alive thé néxt dayi:-
A little SLEEP every night, preéferably after supver,
will make a_new. man of ;you. SLmEP works ple%santly and
leaves no harmful. after effects.. o R
Send -today for free samplé .~ =~ T
SLEEZP comes in 3 sizes: ShaLLOW SLE:P DEEP Sme
and DRUNKEN' .STUPCR..
See what I nean? The mineo work ig- pretty bood thc art
ranging from average to slightly below.: There's no price listed,
but I ipmaginé Nigel would part with a copy for 15 or 20¢. Aft

thaat, you can aabble over tie price:wy: $ <“

Another mn ilish zine is ORION pubbca blnonthly by Paul
Znever at 9 Churchill ave. , Hillingdon, Middlesex. This one is
priced at 50¢ a year, The cover is—a .icll done cartoon and con-
tents page printed in 3 colors. "Free Thoughts. aAbout Free
Speech", by the ed I presume, is a somewhat caustic (in places)
discussion of th abuses of free speech - by fans and non-fans.

je L
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also 1ncludeq arerga lebter column a f&lm reyiew; an drticle
on <dllecting;” afd “ “ecradt - a fanzxne‘review edlumn, The mim-
meoing in a few places is worse than in ISFA, but for the most
part 1t's pretty good. The artwork and cartoons are good -~ in
fact, more should be 1nc1uded A falr-to—middlln' which needs
a llttle 1mprOV1n5. ,- ‘

!

1
|

Crawlinb forth out of the traekless wilderness of backWoods
Incdiana. iB an unpretensious little zine YANDROi put out by Lo
fellew Isfans; Buck and Juanita Coulson at 407 E. 6th St., .
North Manchester, Indiana, As usual, YANDRO is excellently mim
eoed, with geod artwork throughout In this issue is the 2nd
part of a serial by Hal annas; The Confused Rooster by Will Hee
Lay; 8 editorials - Rambllngs & Rumblings; A Doddering Column
by nohe other than alan Dedd; It Came From Beneath the Sea,
Dammit by Thémas Stratton; and a letter column. Yandro iIsn't
earth-shaking in its contents nor high brow in its aims - in |
short, you can have a heck of-a good tongue-in-~cheek tlme with-
iniits pages, egpecially since it sellg for the miserable sum »
of one nickle. AN R : - » e

OUTRE' (& fanzine just-like mother used to. nake) 18 put
out with evidentally loving eare by Georgé Spencer at 8302
Donnybrook Lane, Chevy: Casge. 15, Md., and sclls for 15¢. Phys-
ically this zine is a beaut. Printed on- thick ~different colored
paper in 3 or 4 celoérs, it i6 a pleasure to behold - you scarce-
1y notice the ocassional (at least in my cepy) spotty mimeoing.
This issue contains the usual entertainiy editoridl--"The Shrun-
ken Head", "A Short Hlstory -af Fanzine Publishing.in .Canaga!
(Which seémed a 1ittlé 400~ short) by Willianm D.. Grant, a fanzine
review column entitled, of all things!, "The Fanzlnesﬂo two '
short stories, two poems, and a lonb 1etter column I almost




FGRGOT Willlam D ck's colunn "Full of\Soﬁﬁd,j‘ -
which he seems to fiendishly en- .. - Lo
Joy .picking H.L.Gold apart -
not that I care. for Gold (I stopned '
buying GALAXY alrost three year ‘
ago), but he does'get a litile,
‘vehement at times. Contents—ﬂv

wise, OUTRE' is only slightly =~ A
above average, but from the- .. . _\;g( g
‘standpoint of layout and pro- .. CS"‘\ ,
duction it is ene of the o o
better new zines. Don't miss L{ ,5%9
it, Lo . '-\

dOOhAH - no, . that's not LN

‘a connent it's 2 zine instl- h,; o
.bated by . Ronalq Parker at 714 R
W..4th St,, Tulsa, Okla., and
can be had:for: 15¢:a copy. ..
" This .zine .is strictly for the
rabid E-C fans. It. -includes: -
. various artiecles on =-C such ; ' C
- as "E-C Before 1950",; "E-C Conflaentlal - Jhat 18 Potrzeble"
. ‘"The Search for the Crypt Kecoer" and nany .more. .One- iten'_-
:,worthy of note is:a short story by archie- Goodwin: .called
"Peace Conference ahout - Well "« &’ ‘peace’ coniference” _.only A
rather diferent kind.of a peaoe conference. ery pood.: The
_mimeoing is pretty good, thoulh the. prtwcrk could certalnly

stand "8 lot of” improvinb "To an’ E~G fan HOO%A& “ts-well- worth
"’ the'noney. ;;. e o ooy P
= Hnm,..tae ﬁrtwork on the cover. of tnis SATA 1ooks mwfully
familiar.. .4 ékins, now where have I seen his work béfore?. .
. Well ) well, the zine is also edited by Dan Zt P.0. Box 258,
Luke - Air Force Bage, Glendale, Arizona. and only 10¢ & copy. -
(Something .tells me Dan isn't Going. to g€t 'Veéry rich off this
zine) I'll:skkp. QUlely aver the contents. - which arén't bed -
twd 'short : Suorles a fanzine nevieyw column (those ‘things,pop
- upeverywhere); anq an. artlcle LllS is another zine that is
pléasant. to Taogk at - in’ Bpite; of the, purple type SATA i's. put
out 4¥,d spirit- QUPllCQtor procpss ‘which is swell Tor. 5ood art-
work; - which- Dan has in.abundarce... The two. qolor 1lloes ure rual
ly 1ttract1ve : 3‘,;“~7g.r“; SRS ;

;i' AP

That's all .I eare to Go over now T Pavé ‘A number ‘of oth-
ers ~ some excellent suoh as VAGABOND, and séne. just’ so—so, Is
there anyone who reads fanzines and would like“to review ther?
Here's your chance to see your name in print.
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“DAGRAT IT! After assembling the stenclls, I see there's

more -page needed to round out-the issue. Ah well, a faneds

ubles are never over. Now what.can I say that Wlll ‘take up |
an entire page? Maybé I could mentlon ‘that there's a fascinat—
ing new pocket book out, a Signet Key Book: called THE UNKNQWN .-
IS IT NEARER? It's a 160 page bogk on ghosts,. clairvoyance,‘ -
precognition; telepathy, and other psychic phenomen%‘ "I haven't
had a ehance to read anything but a few pages-~of 1t, but it
looks very good., If by some chance you haven't seen tHis book,
fly down to ‘your -dealers and demand it Tt sholId be a must for
every stf-fan.

Or maybe I could speculate on Dianetics. Is the Cult dying
out? I plokcc up a copy of Hubbard's book in a second hand book
store here, More of a curiosity.than anything else.

. Ahother very interesting book 1's Bertran Wolfe's THREE WHO
MADE A REVOLUTION, pub out.in a 650 page paper edition by Bea-
con Press, It costs $2, and is worth every cent of it. This,'of
courge, is a history of the revolution in Russia, an exceeding-
ly wellxwrltten and rather exhaustive history. It's a book that
should be- read by gveryone lnterested in:current. intérnational
events and who-reads more than the heedlings. Too many:people
I. know are opposed-to Sovien communisn” becamse their” newspaper
or some group ‘says 1ts’ EVIL, end not bécause they know anything
of its origins, progress or doctrines. Maybe thot's why the .
average eonmnunist seems 80. superior in some respeets to thé cap-
talist, He, you can.be sure,: %, ows the ‘higtory and weaknegses of
the. ﬂest =‘and how:to: exploit them., Note how they have go clever-
ly turnéd Britein's historit poliey of imperialism against hér.

The 'space betiween these two lines is dedicated .to those:

“who hqve notioedse,lack of that hleeous 1nvent1on of fan-

" dom-— the 1nter11neation : < ~

. While typing this, I'm. llstening to "Symphonle Fant stique“
Beautiful ~ and-weilrd, Every.lover of fantasy should ‘have this
in his- library -~eSpecialyy RCA'8 version with the tremendous
eover on it,- Ahhh, here's the movement with the. rather unnerv-—
ing bells...nmn, wait, & minute, they sound rather high-pitched.

. Let me take a look... yeeeksl!l! I've been playing-a 33 'speed
«record at, 45 'speed.. That's kind of ‘hard on rgcords., Ah, well, as
I seei to recall saying somewhere before, we. live’ nnd learn

: -~ 84y, TOW," here T .am just ‘getting wound up, ‘and ‘I see I've

- almost’ used up aipage. One thing I do want to- say..A few of you
‘may. be’ after my sc¢alp:for, ‘including very few illoes and using

very narrow margines:thils issue, contrary to our.usual practice.

Frankly, I was trying to crowd this isSue - this way. T can not

only save on stencils, but more important, I could also save on

time in printlng‘ And right now time 1s ab a premium for me.

Well, thid time it is_s0Q: long until next issue - and don't-
you dare ask when': S .

e _ n.d McN
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